
 

 

 The following is a status update, as 

of Tuesday afternoon, on some high 

profile bills in the Vermont Legisla-

ture: 
S54, tax and regulate marijuana, 

gets multiple committee lookovers 

 House Government Operations, the 

committee with jurisdiction over S54 

tax and regulation of marijuana, as of 

Tuesday afternoon was waiting for 

Judiciary, Transportation and Human 

Services committee to complete their 

advisory work on aspects of the bill.  

 Most Judiciary members oppose the 

impaired driver roadside saliva test, 

which Gov. Scott says is essential. Hu-

man Services will weigh in on how 

well the medical marijuana system is 

working, because Gov Ops Chair Sa-

rah Copeland-Hanzas wants existing 

dispensaries to sell ‘tax and regulate’ 

marijuana while other dispensaries are 

undergoing licensing. 

 No committee vote on S54 is sched-

uled this week, but that doesn’t mean 

it couldn’t happen, a committee mem-

ber said this morning. The commit-

tee’s bill is likely to include signifi-

cantly more taxation than the Senate 

bill, to fund prevention programs. The 

House Commerce Committee will visit 

a Champlain Valley medical marijuana 

facility Wednesday. 

School merger conference  

committee up in air 

 The conference committee for S39, 

school merger deadline, reportedly 

will disband at the behest of Sen. Phil 

Baruth. An observer of the negotia-

tions said they were making no pro-

gress in resolving the differences be-

tween the House (some districts may 

postpone mergers) and Senate version 

(all districts may postpone mergers). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTAL CUSTOMER  

By Guy Page 
 Through April 26, 551 bills were 

introduced into the Vermont House of 

Representatives, the most for that date 

since 2009 and the second most this 

century. 512 bills were introduced by 

March 1, a two-month record. 

 There’s no constitutional or House 

Rules ‘bag limit’on the number of bills 

an individual legislator or legislative 
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Text for picture caption goes here—————— ing Fathers without mentioning that 

many owned slaves. Electoral college: 

good or bad? The temptation would be 

strong for some lawmakers (and 

school boards, curriculum committees 

and civics teachers) to indoctrinate, 

rather than merely equip and inform, 

By Guy Page 

Most people agree that Ameri-

cans should learn basic civics, Sen. 

Dick McCormack (D/P - Windsor) 

says. The hard part is agreeing on how 

best to teach it.  

McCormack and Sen. Joe Ben-

ning (R-Caledonia) on Feb. 5 intro-

duced S76, requiring high school stu-

dents to pass a civics course in order to 

graduate. 

“We are a republic,” McCor-

mack said during an April 26 inter-

view. “People often mistakenly say we 

are a democracy. We are a democratic 

republic. The people who exercise au-

thority do so by having authority of 

being elected or appointed. If you have 

a republic in which many people are 

ignorant of the republic’s fundamental 

concepts, of how it works, then you 

have democratic institutions but you 

don’t really have a democratic repub-

lic.” 

Mandating high school civics 

Mandatory high school civics course proposed 
is good way to get into a cat fight over 

curriculum. After listening to his pro-

posal earlier this year, the Senate Edu-

cation Committee suggested to him 

that developing a civics curriculum 

would be extremely controversial. 

McCormack concedes that’s a prob-

lem. 

S76 - as written now - stresses 

basic civics concepts like unalienable 

rights, contract theory of government, 

popular sovereignty, republican princi-

ples, democracy, the U.S. Constitution, 

separation of powers and checks and 

balances, majority rule, minority rights 

and individual rights, the Bill of 

Rights, federalism, and judicial re-

view. 

But few bills escape legisla-

tive review unscathed. Some legisla-

tors might want a section on multi-

culturalism and a historical narrative 

of government-sponsored racism and 

genocide. Others would insist on hal-

lowing the contributions of the Found-

They got their buck (back) 
By Guy Page 

A mounted 13-point trophy buck shot 

in 1920 is back on display in the Natu-

ral Resources, Fish & Wildlife com-

mittee room, thanks to a taxidermy 

refurbishing funded by a sportsmen’s 

organization. 

 

Mold discovered in the State House 

last year almost (again) claimed the 

buck shot by James Faulkenbury on 

Bald Mountain in Rutland County’s 

West Haven, one of the four towns 

represented by Rep. Robert Helm (R). 

A former chair of the committee, the 

U.S. Marine Corps veteran said of 

himself in his 2013-14 legislative bi-

ography, “likes hunting and fishing 

and really likes shooting moose.”  

 

And he’s a big fan of the trophy, 

which has hung in the committee room 

since 2002. “The mount had a great 

life” until the mold hit. Still it was al-

most a blessing in disguise, because 

the trophy already needed some TLC. 

Its head and ears had begun to droop. 

The buck looked as if he was head-

down, peering through the bushes, 

rather than proudly scouting the land-

scape. 

 

Enter Tim Meehan, a semi-retired 

lobbyist. Founding member of the 

power lobbying firm MMR (formerly 

MacLean, Meehan, and Rice), he still 

helps the Vermont Federation of 

Tim Meehan (left), Rep. Bob Helm and trophy in Natural Resources room 

(continued on page 6)  

(continued on page 2)  

(continued on page 6)  

body may introduce. Statistically 

speaking, every bill has about a 20 

percent chance of becoming law. Eve-

ry bill is an opportunity to raise legis-

House grapples with record # of new bills 

(continued on page 7) 

 

 PERMIT NO. 619 



 

 

P-2 / April 30, 2019 

The telecom industry is working 

overtime to hype the latest wireless 

technology, called 5G.  While Vermont 

legislators are being told by the indus-

try, “it’s not coming to Vermont any-

time soon,” all the groundwork is being 

laid to enable 5G deployment through-

out Vermont, without public notice or 

further need for changes to the regulato-

ry process, except for an update to PUC 

Rule 3.700.   

H.513 enables 5G antennas to 

be attached to utility poles, without 

mentioning 5G.  Legislators are con-

vinced by industry lobbyists that the 

pole attachments are only about fiber 

optic cable.  But Section 19 of H.513 

tells the PUC to adopt the industry’s 

“make-ready” standard as part of its 

update of Rule 3.700 which regulates 

pole attachments.    

CTIA, the wireless industry, 

submitted comments to the PUC as part 

5G Wireless may be health hazard 
of the 3.700 rule-making that talk about 

how many jobs and how much money 

will come to Vermont as 5G is de-

ployed: "Benefits like these will be felt 

across Vermont wherever 5G networks 

are deployed. The Commission can help 

ensure that these benefits are realized 

fully and promptly by modifying its 

rules to better facilitate attachment of 

wireless antennas to utility poles.” 

Why be concerned about 

5G?  Your sweat glands act kind of like 

antennas in response to the high fre-

quency waves planned to be used in the 

service.  The industry admits it has done 

no health studies. 

On April 12, President Trump held a 

press conference announcing $20 billion 

for 5G infrastructure in rural areas.   

Annette Smith 

Danby 

(The author is president of VCE, Ver-

monters for a Clean Environment.) 

On April 22, 2019 I attended 

the South Burlington Legislators public 

forum.  Here is what I witnessed at the 

meeting. 

 Rep. Ann Pugh behaved in an aggres-

sively condescending and dismissive 

manner toward a constituent who cited 

CDC information on abortion.  She re-

peatedly interrupted him, saying her 

information disputes his, accused him 

of bringing religion into the discussion 

when he had not, and scornfully called 

him “reverend.”  When he politely tried 

to respond she cut him off and shut him 

down. 

 Rep. Pugh laughed out loud when 

another person who said he was a DUI 

prosecutor told us on his daily commute 

from Burlington to Barre he observes 

an alarming number of people smoking 

marijuana while driving. 

 Another constituent spoke about the 

public harm done in Colorado as a re-

sult of its marijuana law as reported by 

its governor and other official 

sources.  At this Sen. Michael Sirotkin 

scoffed and stated “those people are 

paid to say that.” 

 Rep. John Killacky assured attendees 

that the Legislature was keenly interest-

ed in hearing from all sides of an is-

sue.  But the conduct of the legislators 

Forum attendee says of legislators: “When 

they want your opinion, they’ll give it to you” 

present at the meeting contradicts this 

claim. When I attempted to object to a 

woman calling another attendee’s state-

ment “offensive,” Mr. Killacky cut me 

off and would not let me speak. 

 The Legislative Oath of Office re-

quires each legislator to swear to do 

equal right and justice to all per-

sons.  This is not what I witnessed in 

this meeting as legislators interrupted, 

marginalized and verbally sparred with 

remarkably polite constituents attempt-

ing to have their voices heard.   

 The overall temperament with which 

these legislators conducted the meeting 

brought to mind the quote “When they 

want your opinion they’ll give it to 

you.” 

 Based on the April 22 meeting, it 

seems appropriate to ask some Vermont 

Legislators if they view themselves as 

too highly positioned to tolerate and 

honor the experiences and concerns of 

their constituents.   
Robert Rich 

South Burlington 

The Chronicle welcomes letters of re-

sponse from legislators and other public 

officials whose words and actions are 

criticized in Letters To The Editor. 

Please respond via email within a week 

of publication, in 250 words or less.  

virtually every soon-to-be registered voter. 

McCormack, a college instructor of courses in U.S. government, believes 

the need justifies the effort. The ‘game rules’ of American self-governance only 

work when understood and respected.    

“You have to go into the woods to see this,” the Bethel resident said. 

“When a white birch rots, the bark remains intact. What you get is a big paper tube 

filled with sawdust. When you approach it it looks pretty good. I discovered this 

by leaning against one - the tree fell over. When Eastern European Communism 

fell, there was nothing there. It was empty.” 

McCormack insists that “equality of political rights isn’t enough. We are a 

democratic republic in which many of the ‘demos’ don’t know the rules.” 

It's significant that D/P McCormack and Republican Benning are co-

sponsors. “Each of us is convinced that, ‘a better educated public will more likely 

agree with me,’” McCormack said with a laugh. “Our disagreements take place in 

an arena, and we agree on what the arena is. We can afford to be adventurous and 

experimental in our politics, because we are doing it in this orderly arena of the 

Constitution.” 

Debating public policy within a framework of shared understanding of 

civics not only moves the debate towards a clearer understanding, McCormack 

said. It's good for personal relationships. 

“People talk about how polarized America is. It's possible [for the other 

person] to be wrong and not be crazy or stupid or evil if they don’t agree with 

you.”   

Senate bill would require passing civics class to 

graduate from high school 

(continued from page 1) 

What is the Contract Theory of Government? 

See answer, page  6 



 

 

Rural Vermonters dying the death 

of a thousand cuts 
An open letter to the Vermont Legislature: There are thousands of Vermonters, 

and millions more across this country, that are just like me. We are a diverse 

group, mostly rural, but come from all walks of life, and we are dying the death 

of a thousand cuts. Vermont legislators don’t understand us, even as they say 

they represent us. For years now, bill after bill is introduced and passed that 

erode our rights, restrict our freedoms, oppress our values, and dismiss our herit-

age. Both economically and ideologically, we don’t matter to a ruling class that 

doesn’t have a clue, who we are. 

Many of us, spend more days than not, with dirt or grease stained fingernails. 

We, or perhaps our parents or grandparents, grew up 

on beans and potatoes because they were cheap and 

filling, not because they are a trendy side dish for the 

rural come lately. We wear wool because it keeps us 

warm outdoors, even when we work hard enough to 

sweat in the Winter. Often, we are persons of Faith. 

It’s not that we are poor, or uneducated. To the contra-

ry, our lives have been rich with family, friends, cul-

ture and a limitless comfort with our surroundings 

regardless of where we happen to be. The natural 

world around us is as much our home as the walls and 

roof that define our houses. 

We grew up in the woods, fields, the mountains, and the brooks. Our tools can 

often be dangerous if handled incorrectly whether it be a scythe, a chainsaw, a 

tractor, or a firearm. We learned from a very young age to take care of our tools 

and handle them with respect. A rifle by the barn door, a pistol under the mat-

tress, or a shotgun on the wall are as routine and innocuous to us, as a bag of golf 

clubs in the closet is to anyone else. We grew up with guns and they are as much 

a part of us as the noses on our faces. I can understand that our legislators don’t 

get it. Guns were never a part of their lives and the cumulative experience of 

many, when it comes to firearms, is what they get from the evening news. What I 

don’t understand, is the refusal to acknowledge, that our traditions, heritage, and 

our lives, deserve the same respect, understanding, and accommodations as any-

one else’s. We are asked to do the same with every person we encounter regard-

less of race, religion, color, or sexual identity. Tolerance is a two-way street. 

They argue that we should be willing to put up with minor inconveniences. The 

magazine ban and a waiting period are two that come to mind. We live in a re-

public, a representative democracy, and compromise is a necessary part of gov-

ernance. However, our freedoms, and the right to defend our families, are not 

subject to compromise. We can, and must, compromise for the greater good on 

policy issues, but we must never think that any right or freedom can be subjugat-

ed away without endangering all of our rights. If we compromise our right to 

keep and bear arms, how far behind is our freedom of speech? 

The unintended consequences of both the mag ban and the waiting period are 

anything but minor and much more than an inconvenience. The mag ban will 

undoubtedly end competitive shoots in Vermont. Some multi-day shoots bring 

thousands of dollars of revenue to small local businesses and the Vermont tax 

coffers. A waiting period will be the end of all gun shows in the state. Weekend 

competitive shoots and gun shows are as much a part of our lives as Sunday tee 

times and tennis matches are to others. Two more parts of our lives are gone, two 

more cuts toward our demise. 

The legislative onslaught seems endless of late. One bill after another bludgeon 

our senses of who we are and what we stand for. You can’t legislate away every 

problem, nor should they even try. “Freedom and Unity” is the Vermont motto. 

Limiting one’s freedoms for the sake of another, even though well intentioned, is 

not right, nor does it foster unity. On the contrary, it widens the cultural gap that 

divides us and emphasizes the biases we harbor for one another. The Vermont 

legislature can, and must do better to represent all Vermonters.   

Bill Huff 

Thetford, VT 

A former selectman, the author ran for state senate in Orange County in 2018.  

We learned from a very young age to take care of our tools and 

handle them with respect. A rifle by the barn door, a pistol under 

the mattress, or a shotgun on the wall are as routine and innocu-

ous to us, as a bag of golf clubs in the closet is to anyone else. 

Do You Look Forward to Living in 
a Nursing Home? 

 

Do you look forward to living in a nursing home? Well, for the most part, nei-

ther do I. Yet I know Vermonters who have resided in these homes for 10, 20, 

even 30+ years. But this letter is not a commentary on the pros and cons of nurs-

ing home life – it’s about a little known yet important piece of life for nursing 

homes residents – the PNA. PNA stands for Personal Needs allowance. It’s the 

small portion of money that resident’s who receive social security checks 

monthly, get to actually keep for themselves out of their monthly money. Now I 

would reasonably expect you to say, ‘Well the state pays everything for them’ 

or maybe ‘They are old and don’t need anything in the nursing home’. But the 

fact is that residents only get to keep $47.66 per month – AND there are A LOT 

of things residents need and want that ARE NOT paid for by the state Medicaid. 

Do you need some new underwear, a pair of pants or maybe a pair of slippers or 

sneakers? Residents have to save up for clothing and footwear purchases, unless 

they have children who can provide. Would you like to be able to watch tv in 

your room? Or maybe a phone or newspaper is important to you. I hope you 

don’t need work on your teeth, hearing aide batteries or your favorite brand of 

toothpaste? Forget having your hair cut or styled often – or maybe going out for 

a lunch – or buying your grandson a small gift for his birthday. There is only so 

much $47.66 a month can buy. A few nursing homes don’t charge for cable, but 

most do. And you can’t get any stations without it. Some will have a phone in 

your room, but most have a communal phone. Nursing home residents are not 

zombies – they are living breathing human beings with the same needs, wants 

and rights as you or I. 

 

So back to the money. What did you do with the 2.8% COLA increase you got 

in your social security checks on Jan 1 2019? Remember, social security is what 

you paid into all the years that you worked. It’s not a handout. I know what the 

nursing homes residents did with the increase. They paid it to the nursing home 

as part of their patient share (the patient share is usually everything they get mi-

nus the PNA). The Social Security Administration has given recipients COLA’s 

nearly every year for the last 20+ years. Yet there has been NO INCREASE in 

the PNA that residents are allowed to keep for the past 19 years in Vermont 

(there have been in other states). The nursing homes are NOT the culprits here. 

Our state government is. Nursing home residents = out of sight, out of mind. A 

bill was introduced to the Vermont Legislature in the fall of 2018, H.85. This 

bill would increase the PNA by $25 to $72.66 per month and call for annual 

COLA’s. Yes, this will impact the Governor’s budget for the state for FY2020, 

but the vast majority of the money actually comes out of the resident’s ow in-

come. By the way, did you know that VT residents living in the settings such as 

residential care and assisted living have gotten increases in their PNA amounts 

nearly every year for the past 10? 

 

Congratulations! You’ve now passed nursing home finances 101. Share the 

knowledge wealth! Please help us support an increase in nursing home resi-

dent’s PNA. Write, call, email or fax your Legislators in the VT Senate and urge 

them to add the funding to pass H.85 into the State’s annual budget. Our elders 

have cared for us over the years, now it’s time for us to support them. Contact 

information for Senator’s cane be found at https://legislature.vermont.gov/ . 

Tyler and Alice S. Harter 

Wheelock, VT 

Nursing home residents are not zom-

bies. They are living, breathing human 

beings with the same needs, wants and 

rights as you and I. 
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  Senate Roll Calls  H.321 

H.3    

(Act 1) 

2/27/19  

H.3     

(Act 1) 

2/28/19 

PR.2 

vote 1 

PR.2 

vote 2  

  

Ashe of Chittenden District Y NV Y Y Y  

  

Balint of Windham District N Y Y Y Y  

  

Baruth of Chittenden District N Y Y Y Y  

  

Benning of Caledonia District Y Y Y Y  Y 

  

Bray of Addison District Y Y Y Y  Y 

  

Brock of Franklin District Y Y Y Y  Y 

  

Campion of Bennington District Y Y Y Y  Y 

  

Clarkson of Windsor District N Y Y Y  Y 

  

Collamore of Rutland District Y Y Y Y Y  

  

Cummings of Washington District N Y Y Y  Y 

  

Hardy of Addison District N Y Y Y Y  

  

Hooker of Rutland District N Y Y Y  Y 

  

Ingram of Chittenden District N Y Y Y Y  

  

Kitchel of Caledonia District Y Y Y Y  Y 

  

Lyons of Chittenden District Y Y Y Y  Y 

  Senate Roll Calls  H.321 

H.3  (Act 

1) 

2/27/19  

H.3   (Act 

1) 

2/28/19 

PR.2 

vote 1 

 PR 2 

vote 2 

  

MacDonald of Orange District Y Y Y Y  Y 

  

Mazza of Grand Isle District Y Y Y Y Y  

  

McCormack of Windsor District Y Y Y N N  

  

McNeil of Rutland District Y Y Y ABS  ABS 

  

Nitka of Windsor District Y Y Y Y  Y 

  

Parent of Franklin District Y Y Y Y  Y 

  

Pearson of Chittenden District ABS ABS ABS Y  Y 

  

Perchlik of Washington District Y Y Y Y Y  

  

Pollina of Washington District Y Y Y Y  Y 

  

Rodgers of Essex-Orleans District Y Y Y Y  Y 

  

Sears of Bennington District ABS ABS Y Y  Y 

  

Sirotkin of Chittenden District N Y Y Y  Y 

  

Starr of Essex-Orleans District Y Y ABS Y  Y 

  

Westman of Lamoille District Y Y Y Y  Y 

  

White of Windham District Y Y Y Y Y  

Senate ROLL Calls  

The 2019 Vermont Senate roll call 

votes below include: 

H.321 - An act relating to aggravated 

murder for killing a firefighter or an 

emergency medical provider. April 18.  

H.3  (Act 1) - An act relating to ethnic 

and social equity studies standards for 

public schools. February 27.  

H.3  (Act 1) - An act relating to ethnic 

and social equity studies standards for 

public schools. February 28.  

PR.2 - Declaration of rights; clarifying 

the prohibition on slavery and inden-

tured servitude. April 24. First vote: 

accepting amendment of Constitution 

as recommended by Health & Welfare 

Committee. Second vote: accepting 

amendment of Constitution as recom-

mended by Government Operations 

Committee.  PR 2 was introduced into 

the House of Representatives on April 

25.  

Clarification: The House Roll call in 

the April 18 Chronicle for H439, the 

fuel tax, addressed only the amendment 

for the forestry/farm exemption. The 

roll calls for both the amendment and 

the final “third reading” vote will be 

printed in the May 15 issue.   
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“Madam Speaker…..” 
A feature dedicated to comments made by members of the Vermont House of Representatives following roll call 

votes, as entered into the House Journal. This week’s comments followed the April 16 113-24 vote to approve 

S68, eliminating Columbus Day as a state holiday and replacing it with Indigenous Peoples’ Day.  
 

“Coach” Kevin Christie (D) of Hartford: 

“I voted yes because our community, Hartford, voted yes to recognize Indigenous Peoples’ Day by a substantial margin. The Abenaki 
community has held a gathering each year where the White River and Connecticut River converge. The Hartford members are proud to 
vote yes for our whole community.”  

 

Rep. Marianna Gamache (R) of Swanton:  

“While I am in full support of establishing an Indigenous Peoples’ Day, I strongly oppose eliminating the recognition and substitution 
of Columbus Day as the goal in this purpose. I proposed in committee that a separate date be established for Indigenous Peoples’ recog-
nition in February, the same month that celebrates both Black History and American History, as well as Columbus. It should serve as an 
opportunity to expand knowledge of all documented historical facts in schools as part of the curriculum. It was voted down.”  

 

Rep. Ken Goslant (R) of Northfield: 

“I am disappointed that this bill replaces Columbus Day. I would have supported the bill had it recognized both Columbus and Indige-
nous Peoples’ Day.”  

 

Rep. James Gregoire (R) of Fairfield:  

“Madam Speaker: Indigenous people deserve recognition by our society. What they deserve is their own unique day honoring their her-
itage and contributions, not a political ploy replacing a day recognizing another historical figure regardless of how we may now per-
ceive him or other figures of the past.”  

 

Rep. Emily Kornheiser (I) of Brattleboro:  

“Passing this bill, while a very simple act, asks us some very essential questions – What intention do we set with our attention? What 
stories do we tell our children? How do we make sense of our history and how does this changing knowledge affect how we build our 
future? By enacting Indigenous Peoples’ Day we have an opportunity to right historical damages and shift our attention to where it is 
most needed.”  
 

Rep. Mike Mrowicki (D) of Putney:  

“We lose nothing but gain much in taking this small but significant step, to at long last recognize the first peoples of this state and na-
tion, from whom we took much including using the political system of the Iroquois to develop our own political system.”  

 

Rep. Terry Norris (I) of Shoreham:  

“It is important enough that Indigenous Peoples’ Day should be a special day and not a replacement for someone else’s day.”  

 

Rep. Brian Smith (R) of Derby: 

“I don’t believe that Columbus Day should be replaced with a day of recognition titled ‘Indigenous Peoples’ Day.” I do however be-
lieve that the Native Americans of the State of Vermont do very much deserve their day of recognition! And deserve to be named as 
Native Americans and not Indigenous.”  

 

Rep. Tom Stevens (D) of Waterbury:  

“S.68 is a simple bill with a high level of importance. It will allow us to acknowledge that the indigenous people of Vermont deserve 
recognition in a way that all Vermonters will appreciate – with a respect that solemnizes their fate and heritage.”  

 

Rep. Tristan Toleno (D) of Brattleboro:  

“The history of oppression, genocide, and cultural desecration which accompanied the expansion of European power into the lands of 
our native peoples is well documented, but seldom reflected in our public discourse. May this bill serve as a small step towards the 
deeper reconciliation with our collective past we must make, by marking the year with an opportunity to revisit a fuller and more inclu-
sive narrative of our history.”  



 

 

High bill volume created backlog 
 

(continued from page 1)  
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Sportsmen in the State House.  With his assistance, the Federation agreed to foot 

the bill to refurbish the mount. The work was done by Rodney and Theresa 

Elmore of Mountain Deer Taxidermy in Northfield. 

 “A magnificent job was done,” Helm reported to his fellow House members 

Tuesday. “The mount was returned to the committee room this morning and ex-

pects an eternal life experience as is described in the 2002 House Journal of 

April 30, pages 909, 910, and 928, and referred to in HR 47. It’s my district's 

distinct honor to have the mount rehung in the Natural Resources, Fish, and 

Wildlife committee room, and my district and all the sportsmen thank the Legis-

lature for re-accommodating the mount.” 

 Helm’s final invitation to his fellow legislators could also be extended to all 
visitors to the State House: “Please stop by and view this magnificent animal.” 

Trophy Buck Returned to Committee Room 

(continued from page 1) 

lative, media and public awareness. Especially quick to act are lawmakers elected 

to create paradigm change through new legislation. The most prolific is Rep. Bri-

an Cina (P-Burlington), who has sponsored or co-sponsored 94 new, numbered 

House bills, not including 17 resolutions. On 30 of these bills he is the lead or co-

lead sponsor. 

 Yet the surge concerns lawmakers who are mindful of the famous quip by Mark 

Twain (who may have swiped it from New York probate judge Gideon Tucker): 

“no man’s life, liberty or property are safe while the Legislature is in session.” 

These lawmakers – most but not all conservatives in the minority – prefer the Leg-

islature lead with a light hand, leaving most decision-making in the hands of indi-

viduals, families and local government.  

 For example, Rep. Mark Higley and 18 other lawmakers have sponsored HR.6, 

which would impose a five-bill limit per legislator during the first two months of 

the session. 

 As Sen. Dick McCormack (D/P – Windsor) commented recently in a discussion 

of civics education, “where you stand depends on where you sit.” 

 The January-February surge of new bills at times overwhelmed State House full

-time staff who draft the bills and publish them in the daily House calendars, re-

sulting in longer-than-expected waits for finished, published bills.  

 Creating a bill from scratch is a detail-oriented, time-consuming process. Work-

ing with bill sponsors, the Legislature’s lawyers must shape and polish the raw 

material of a legislative request  into a well-researched, crafted and formatted bill, 

suitable for introduction to the full House. House clerks then print these bills in 

the House Journal, published every day the House meets.  The journal can be 

read online at www.leg.state.vt.us or in hard-copy form outside the Legislative 

Council office on the main floor of the State House. 

The pace slowed after Speaker Mitzi Johnson reportedly asked House 

members to give staff an opportunity to deal with the backlog of bills. Since then, 

the Rules Committee has been discussing potential solutions to the problem. 
Why has the surge happened? 

This year, the House’s seven Progressive legislators have been particular-

ly active. Most reflect the Progressive agenda on energy, the environment, police 

and prison reform, health care, and minority and women’s rights. Rep. Selene Col-

burn (P-Burlington) is sponsor or co-sponsor of 88 bills. 

Bills for which Cina is primary sponsor include H119 Indigenous Peoples 

Day, H126 zero waste economy, H129 universal primary care, H152 income-

sensitized health insurance premiums, 153 banning pre-

existing conditions exclusions, H178 exempting Indian prop-

erty from property taxes, H179 local management of state 

funds, H182 study converting prisons to mental health facili-

ties, H183 prohibiting involuntary sterilization, H256 inva-

sive plant control, H258 ALS registry, H261 public notice to 

apply biosolids on land, H262 public notice of drinking water 

requirements, H263 wastewater treatment of polyk chemi-

cals, H264 cyanobacteria, H266 antidegration of water quali-

ty, H267 prohibiting application of biosolids,  H269 plastic containers in bottle 

redemption system, H270 e-coli load, H271 pesticide application, H281 political 

contributions, H382 eliminating life sentence without parole, H385 prohibiting 

arrest for missed court date, H388 more funding for housing hotline, H428 collec-

tive bargaining, H464 police use of force and cultural awareness, H465 racial bias, 

and H478 state apology and reparations for slavery. 

"I understand the concerns, but I don't know if a change in the rules is the 

right solution,” Cina said in an email Sunday evening. “After learning about the 

impact of the workload of bill requests on Legislative Council, many of us will be 

more aware and sensitive in the future." 

He added, "Generally, I don't think it's fair to limit the introduction of 

bills. We were elected to represent the people, and introducing legislation is one of 

the clearest and strongest ways for us to bring forward their voices, their needs, 

their hopes and their dreams. Legislation gives the people something to rally 

around. Almost every single one of the bills of which I am a lead sponsor is con-

nected to a movement seeking to solve real problems that affect the people and 

our planet." 

But prolific Progs aren’t the 

only explanation. Republican House 

Minority Leader Patty McCoy (R-

Poultney) cites poor communication. 

For example, nine bills restricting the 

use of plastic bags have been intro-

duced. Legislative Council lawyers are 

forbidden by attorney-client privilege to 

tell one lawmaker that another lawmak-

er has submitted a similar bill. Some-

times the proverbial right hand doesn’t 

know what the left hand is doing. 

What are the solutions? 

One solution, of course, is to do 

nothing, under the assumption that the 

benefits outweigh the problems. 

A spokesperson for Speaker 

Mitzi Johnson said it’s too early to dis-

cuss possible solutions coming out of 

the House Rules Committee, comprised 

of the Speaker, McCoy and Reps. Anne 

Donahue (R-Northfield), Jill Krowinski 

(D-Burlington), Emily Long (D-

Newfane),  John Bartholomew (D-

Hartland), and Rep. Robert LaClair (R-

Barre Town). But the surge is definitely 

on the committee agenda. 

Here’s one suggestion from 

another source:  legislators could by-

pass the confidentiality barrier by giv-

ing Legislative Council lawyers permis-

sion to tell other representatives about 

their bills. McCoy said she’s thinks the 

five-bill limit in HR6 might actually 

give an advantage to majority parties, 

whose superior numbers would give 

them more potential bill-introducing 

power. 

Finally, representatives could 

informally decide among themselves to 

think twice and ask around before send-

ing a bill to Legislative Council. In a 

year in which the proposed state budget 

includes examining Legislative infra-

structure to improve savings and effi-

ciency, such a culture change could sig-

nificantly reduce bill congestion. 

Creating a bill from scratch is a detail-oriented, time-

consuming process. Working with bill sponsors, the Legis-

lature’s lawyers must shape and polish the raw material of 

a legislative request  into a well-researched, crafted and 

formatted bill, suitable for introduction to the full House.  

Rep. Brian Cina 

# of House Bills Introduced through March 1  

2009-2019 

2019 512  2013 476 

     

2018 385  2012 302 

     

2017 497  2011 360 

     

2016 346  2010 309 

     

2015 361  2009 310 

     

2014 324    

Source: 

Www.legislature.vermont.gov 

Answer to Civics Question,  

Pg. 2: 

What is the Contract Theory  

of Government? 

The theory of an implicit so-

cial contract holds that by remaining in 

the territory controlled by some society, 

which usually has a government, peo-

ple give consent to join that society and 

be governed by its government, if any.. 

This consent is what gives legitimacy to 

such a government.  

https://legislature.vermont.gov/people/single/2020/27162
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2020/Docs/RESOLUTN/HR0006/HR0006%20As%20Introduced.pdf
http://www.leg.state.vt.us
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The Committee on Committees likely 

will be asked to form another confer-

ence committee.   
Let voters decide, Prop 5 backer 

urges unsure lawmakers 

 Prop 5, the constitutional amend-

ment for unrestricted abortion and 

“reproductive liberty,” must be ap-

proved by both Houses of two consec-

utive bienniums before it can go to 

voters in a statewide referendum No-

vember, 2022, House Human Services 

Chair Ann Pugh told the House Demo-

cratic Caucus.  

 Rep. Pugh (D-S. Burlington) stated 

her support for Prop 5 and said that “If 

I am wrong, the voters will tell us. If 

some of you are sitting here saying I 

am not sure this is a fundamental right, 

I am not sure I support this…..the out-

come of this is that the people of Ver-

mont will decide. Let the people state 

their will.” 
$15 minimum wage moves on to 

House $$ committee 

S23, the $15 minimum wage, was ap-

proved by the House General, Housing 

and Military Affairs Committee last 

week despite the predicted addition of 

$28 million in “salary compression” 

increases to state employees and Med-

icaid-paid workers, including Medi-

caid-paid home health agency work-

ers.  

 Tuesday it went to Appropriations, 

the committee that must determine if/

how those funds will be raised. 
Prop 2, prohibition of slavery, has 

House hearing 

The proposed amendment to the Ver-

mont Constitution prohibiting slavery 

was approved 28-1 by the Senate last 

month and will have a public hearing 5 

pm Wednesday before Gov Ops in 

Room 11. 
S163 requires contractor registra-

tion, certification 

S163, the ‘housing safety and rehabili-

tation’ bill, would require all building 

contractors to join a state registry and 

pay fees for a certification process - a 

process that has yet to be determined, 

said Rep. Mark Higley (R-Lowell), a 

contractor who will share his concerns 

with the General Housing and Military 

Affairs Committee Wednesday. 
State Human Rights Commission 

wants to inspect police records 

 Senate Judiciary today and Wednes-

day will consider a Vermont Human 

Rights Commission  amendment to 

H518, the fair and impartial policing 

bill passed by the House. The amend-

ment would empower the HRC to 

“enter and inspect the records of any 

State, county, and municipal law en-

forcement agency” upon request of a 

local official.   

The idea of the Human Rights Com-

mission poking around police records 

doesn’t sit well with the law enforce-

ment community. Rick Gauthier of the 

Vermont Criminal Justice Council 

wrote a letter in opposition, criticizing 

the good-faith effort of the immigrant 

group Migrant Justice to resolve al-

leged policing problems. Beth No-

votny of the Vermont Police Associa-

tion told the committee last Thursday 

that empowering a state board to in-

vestigate local police is excessive and 

instead called for a public education 

campaign. 

Sen. Jeanette White (D-Windham), a 

strong local government supporter, 

said she opposes the amendment. Sen. 

Joe Benning (R-Caledonia) said he is 

concerned that the HRC not meddle 

with ongoing police investigations. 
Senate ponders  FY2020 budget 

The FY 2020 state budget bill, H542, 

has been passed by the House with an 

estimated 2.6% increase in spending, 

not including some other possible in-

creases that are “in play” due to votes 

and decisions not yet made by the 

Legislature. The budget ball is now in 

the Senate Appropriation’s court. The 

committee will deliberate all week and 

has scheduled a vote for Friday. 

Medical monitoring bill  

in House Judiciary 

S37, the Medical Monitoring bill, will 

be reviewed by House Judiciary 

Thursday. This bill would strengthen 

the legal right of people who claim to 

have suffered harm from exposure to 

hazardous substances to sue and re-

cover damages from the alleged 

source of the substance. 
Plastic bag bill in House 

House Natural Resources, Fish & 

Wildlife will take more today and 

Wednesday testimony on S113, prohi-

bition of plastic carryout bags, poly-

styrene, and plastic straws. 
Paid family leave in Senate  

The Senate Economic Development 

Committee will take testimony 

Wednesday and Thursday on H107, 

paid family leave. No vote is sched-

uled. 
Criminal record expungement  

in Senate Finance 

Senate Finance Wednesday will dis-

cuss H460, the House-approved bill to 

seal and expunge criminal records, 

including marijuana possession con-

victions.    

Abortion, smoking age  

in Senate Health & Welfare 

Senate Health and Welfare was sched-

uled to discuss H57, unrestricted right 

to abortion, on Tuesday, and S86, in-

creasing the smoking age to 21, on 

Wednesday. The Senate-approved 

smoking bill was approved by the 

House with an amendment which must 

now be considered by the Senate. 
Senate weatherization bill would 

double fuel tax and tax electricity 

Senate Natural Resources and Energy 

will discuss its own weatherization 

bill, S171, all week long. A House bill, 

H439, was voted out of the House 

amid great contention for its funding 

mechanism, a doubling of the heating 

fuel tax. Like H439, it would double 

the fuel tax but also would impose 

a .5% tax on the retail sale of electrici-

ty, as well as a 1.5% tax on natural gas 

and coal. A committee vote is sched-

uled for Friday. 

- Editor 

Tracking the Big Bills: 

Senate committees have 2020 state budget, paid family leave, 

unrestricted abortion, 21-year-old smoking bills 

(continued from page 1) 

The 2019 House of Representatives and pages shortly before posing for their annual photo Tuesday, April 30.  

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2020/WorkGroups/Senate%20Judiciary/Bills/H.518/Public%20Comment/H.518~Bor%20Yang~Written%20Testimony%20from%20Human%20Rights%20Commission~4-25-2019.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2020/WorkGroups/Senate%20Judiciary/Bills/H.518/Public%20Comment/H.518~Rick%20Gauthier~Written%20Testimony%20from%20VT%20Criminal%20Justice%20Training%20Council~4-25-2019.pdf
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News & Notes: 

Columbus Day 

may be history, 

but new bill 

honors Italian-

Americans 
Columbus Day, popular among Italian-
Americans, will no longer be an offi-
cial Vermont holiday. But a House bill 
introduced April 25 would establish “a 
state recognition day to honor the con-
tributions of Italian-Americans.” 
 
On April 19, the House passed S68, 
replacing Columbus Day with Indige-
nous People’s Day as an official state 
holiday on October 12. The House 
votes on April 16 and 17 featured live-
ly debate and two roll calls. Many of 
S68’s critics were okay with recogniz-
ing indigenous peoples but didn’t want 
to eliminate Columbus Day.    
 
Six days later, H. 551 was introduced 
by Reps. Peter Anthony (D) and 
Tommy Walz (D) of Barre City, Law-
rence Cupoli (R) of Rutland City, 
Linda Joy Sullivan (D) of Dorset, 
Tom Terenzini  (R) of Rutland Town, 
and Chip Troiano (D) of 
Stannard.  The bill was referred to the 
General, Housing, and Military Affairs 
Committee. 

 
* * * * * 

This Saturday, May 4, thousands of 
volunteers will stuff roadside trash into 
bright green plastic bags as part of the 
50th Green Up Day. But plastic wasn’t 
always the official Green Up Day bag 
material, and in some not-too-distant 
future it may be replaced by another 
material.   
 
The original, 1970 bags were made of 
paper with twine handles and ‘Green 
Up Day’ stamped on the side. But pa-
per soon proved unfeasible. Wet trash 
turned paper bags to wet mush.  So 

Green Up Day organizers switched to 
bags that were strong, sanitary – and 
plastic. 
In recent years, environmental organi-

zations like VPIRG have campaigned 
to reduce the flow of plastic trash and 
single-use items  – including bags. 
S113, banning single use plastic bags 
in retail stores, has passed the Senate 
and is now in the House Natural Re-
sources, Fish & Wildlife Committee. 
S113 would not prohibit plastic Green 
Up Day bags.  
 
Nevertheless, in recognition of public 
concern about plastic bags, Vermont’s 
premiere anti-trash organization is 
considering changing from plastic to 
recycled materials, a spokesperson 
said.      
 
Here’s an idea – have Vermont stu-
dents in art, engineering, marketing 
and environmental science compete to 
design the next generation Green Up 
Day bag. 

 
* * * * * 

Speaking before the assembled mem-
bers of the House on April 19, House 
Speaker Mitzi Johnson (D) wished 
Rep. Francis “Topper” McFaun (R) 
a happy birthday: “As Cole Porter 
wrote, you are the tops. And you are 
turning 20 - for the fourth time.” Many 

were surprised to learn that the ener-
getic Barre Town lawmaker had turned 
80. 

* * * * * 
April  5, the Vermont House and Sen-
ate adopted HCR 135 “saluting the 
Vermonters who served in the Vi-
etnam War and honoring the memory 
of those who died in this conflict.” The 
resolution notes that “7,332 Vermont-
ers served in Vietnam, and of that 
number, 138 are known or presumed 
to have perished.” It was introduced by 
Bennington representatives Mary 
Morrissey (R), Chris Bates (D), 
James Carroll (D), and Tim Corco-
ran (D), and Bennington County sena-
tors Brian Campion (D) and Richard 
Sears (D). The Vermont Veterans’ 
Home is located in Bennington. 
 
At least five current legislators served 
during the Vietnam War era – Reps. 
Joseph “Chip” Troiano, (D-
Stannard), Robert Helm (R-East Ha-
ven), and Robert Hooper (D-
Burlington), and Sens. Randy Brock 
(R-Franklin) and Mark MacDonald 
(D-Orange). All served in the U.S. 
Army except for Rep. Helm, who 
served in the Marine Corps. 

BRIGHT MORNING STARS—Rep. Caleb Elder, left, accompanies Shannon Esrich, Mari Cordes, and Kathleen James as they re-

hearse an  Emmy Lou Harris song to sing at Friday’s House devotional. Chronicle photo 

Friday, May 3 three legislators 

and a committee clerk plan to treat the 

House to their soulful bluegrass rendi-

tion of Emmy Lou Harris’s “Bright 

Morning Stars.” 

Singing performances are an 

occasional and pleasant tradition in the 

Well of the House. Recently Rep. Av-

ram Patt (D-Morristown) sang a Yid-

dish song from his childhood in a vi-

brant baritone. In recent years the four-

part chorus “State House Singers” led 

by conductors Speaker Mitzi Johnson 

and Sen. Allison Clarkson have sung a 

gospel spiritual and the state song, 

“These Green Mountains.” Several 

years ago, Sheila Raye Charles, 

daughter of singer Ray Charles, 

brought many House members to 

(happy) tears when she sang a spiritu-

al on the last day of a very long Ses-

sion. 

The quartet of singer, conduc-

tor and fiddle player Caleb Elder (D-

Bristol), Education Committee clerk 

Shannon Esrich, lead soprano Mari 

Cordes (D-Lincoln), and Rep. Kath-

leen James (D-Manchester) have 

been rehearsing for several weeks. 

Rep. Cordes carries the lead with a 

strong, beautiful soprano. Rep. James 

– founder of the women’s singing 

group SoFar - and Ms. Esrich provide 

a blending harmony that is so compel-

ling it’s hard to believe they are not 

following a professional arrangement 

but in fact are just “winging it.” 

Elder is a veteran of Vermont blue-

grass bands. He has performed in con-

certs with Bob Degree, uncle of for-

mer Sen. Dustin Degree (R-Franklin) 

who now works as an assistant to 

Gov. Phil Scott. 

- Editor 

Quartet to perform ‘Bright Morning Stars” for House devotions Friday 

PAPER GREEN UP DAY BAGS were replaced with plastic after they fell apart when wet.  

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2020/Docs/BILLS/S-0113/S-0113%20As%20Passed%20by%20the%20Senate%20Unofficial.pdf

